A radial forearm flap based on an extended dissection of the cephalic vein. The longest venous pedicle? Case report.
A radial forearm flap based on the cephalic vein was elevated to resurface a defect in the left auricular region. The cephalic vein was dissected up to the clavicle and the flap was transferred through a subcutaneous tunnel to the defect. The radial artery was anastomosed to the stump of the external carotid artery using a vein graft. The flap pursued an uneventful course and survived completely. This showed that the long venous pedicle (47 cm) could drain the flap safely and sufficiently.